
List • Group • Label 
 

Strategy Summary 
 
List • Group • Label is a before-reading strategy in which students examine a list of 
words taken from a text, look for relationships among words, group the words tentatively, 
and identify the unifying concept for the groupings they create.  Through discussion and 
manipulation of the words, students are better prepared to read the text as they have 
become familiar with the words and have thought about the possible relationships 
among them.  This strategy helps students access background knowledge, it stimulates 
their thinking, and it prepares them to read purposefully. 
 
Before Reading 
 

• Select 25 – 30 words from the selection.  The words should be essential to 
understanding the main idea of the text.  When selecting the words, make sure 
that they can be grouped into categories.  Also, choose one or two words that do 
not fit easily into obvious categories.  Adding these words will challenge the 
students’ thinking about categories. 

 
• Give students the list of words.  Ask students to identify which words in the list 

are familiar to them.  As you go through the list, pronounce each word for the 
students so they know how to say the word even if they are not familiar with the 
concept. 

 
• Divide students into pairs, groups, or allow them to work individually.  Have 

students group the words into categories and think about what the overall topic 
might be.  Tell them that each word should be in a group.  Remind them that they 
are forming hypotheses, not trying to figure out right answers, and that after 
reading they will have an opportunity to rearrange their lists.  Encourage students 
to discuss their reasons for putting words in a particular group.   

 
• After students have categorized the words, have them create labels for each 

category.  They may give each group a title or explain how the words in the 
group are related. 

 
• Have students read the material to check their hypotheses. 

 
After Reading 
 
• Have students rearrange their lists based on the information they have just read.  

They may also change the labels or rethink their rationale for grouping.  Allow 
them ample time to discuss why they are changing their lists or labels. 

 
• Allow students time to discuss any misconceptions they had initially.  Have them 

locate the parts of the text that helped them correct their misconceptions. 
 

• Have students write a summary of the text, using the words from their lists. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

List • Group • Label   
Word List 

 
  Civil War    Union 
 
  Chattanooga   Confederate 
 
  commandeered  stolen 
 
  railroads    passenger cars 
 
  gallows    boxcars 
 
  telegraph lines  pursuit 
 
  communications  90 miles 
 
  supply    prisoners 
 
  wrecked    throttle 
 
  conductor   civilian 
 
  volunteered   soldiers 
 
  Medal of Honor  captured 
 
     hanged    General 
 
  Texas    locomotive 
 


